Perhaps no recent discovery in the domain of the science of medicine has excited so great interest as the demonstration by Koch of the existence of the bacillus tuberculosis, and his announcement of the results obtained in animals by inoculation of the organism. It may be assumed that most clinical observers have satisfied themselves of the association of the bacillus with phthisis; but opinion differs as to the relationship existing between this organism and the disease. Some hold that the bacillus is the exciting cause of the morbid state; and, further, accepting to the full the conclusions drawn by Koch from his experiments, are convinced that tuberculosis is contagious, and that the bacillus is the active agent in its transmission.
It has been pointed out, however, that this organism may be associated with tubercular lesions without necessarily causing them?just as smoke is associated with fire, and is therefore of value in its diagnosis, though it does not cause it. Again, if further observations accord with the results of Koch's experiments (which as yet have not been fully confirmed), if it be thus established that the disease is caused by the bacillus, even then it does not follow that it is contagious. Malarial fever is known not to be capable of transfer from man to man, and yet the observations of Klebs, Crudeli, and Rozsahegyi go to prove that the disease is associated with the presence of a special bacillus, and that it can be conveyed from man to the lower animals (monkeys, rabbits and dogs) by inoculation of this bacterium. 
